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Architectural Feature # ___1
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Complete a Page 3 for each feature.

1. Feature Description, Integrity, Eligibility:

The feature is a one room prairie school sitting on a poured concrete foundation. Painted plywood
covers that foundation. This school was built in 1937 as a replacement for the original school. It was
named Ellis school in honor of Benjamin Ellis, Civil War Veteran and pioneer homesteader. In 1951 the
Ellis school merged with Nelson School District and became known at the Ellis-Nelson school.

The hip roof of the school is covered with asphalt shingles and all soffits are closed with beadboard.
There is a red brick, chimney on the south slope of the roof of the school. There is also a vent pipe near
the chimney for the bathroom. The building measures 36 feet east to west and 20 feet north to south
with an entry that measures 5 feet east to west by 8 feet north to south.

There is a wide trim board just under the soffits on all four sides of the school with the remainder of the
wall covered with 6 inch wood lap. The corner trim is metal corner caps. There is a bank of 5 large,
multipane double hung windows on the north wall with a much smaller, multipane window to the west of
the large ones. Two smaller, multipane double hung windows are either side of the entry on the north
wall and one more multipane window on the south side. The glass is all intact. There is a large wood
porch on the west side of the building that wraps around to the south and is ramped for handicapped
access. Wood railings complete the porch. There is a small entry porch with multipane windows on the
north and south walls and an arched opening giving access to the 3 panel wood door with a 4 pane
window at the top 1/3. The interior of the entry porch is beadboard. Entering the school you find a new
furnace located to your left. The walls in the entry are lathe and plaster with stained and varnished
plywood creating the wainscot. Inside the main school room, which has been modified to allow a
bedroom in the southeast corner. The walls in this room are also a mix of lathe and plaster and stained
and varnished plywood used as wainscot as well as rimming the room near the ceiling and/or totally
finshing most of one wall. The ceiling is wallboard and there are light fixtures in all rooms. In the
southwest corner they have created a bathroom with modern plumbing. There is a blackboard on the
east wall, half in the main room and the other half in the bedroom.
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Field Code Ellis-Nelson School SITS# 32_BA

Complete one Page 4 for the entire site.

2. Owner’s Contact Information:

Bob Tieth
3716 117th Ave SE
Valley City ND 58072

3. Access (to rural areas):

The school is located south of Interstate 94 on 118th Ave SE 2 miles. The school is off the east side of
the road and down near the river.

4. Site Area (ft?):

5. Description of SETTING:

Sheyenne Riverbend Farm, the river is in the backyard of the school, there is a church to the northeast
and other building further north. The are trees around the school.
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Field Code Ellis-Nelson School SITS# 32 _BA

6. Summary of ALL Site Features & Evaluation of Significance:

7. References/Comments:

Kathy Wilner
366 43rd Ave SE
Bowdon ND 58418
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