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Complete one Page 2 for each architectural feature at the site.

Architectural Feature # __1

Construction Date

Feature Date

Structural System __Wood Frame

Original Owner’s Ethnicity

Feature Type _9 - School; Church school

Context Education

Primary Exterior __Wood, Horizontal Siding

Secondary Exterior __VWood Frame

Condition __ Poor

Plan Shape __Polygonal

Style
Architect/Builder

Foundation Missing, raised on wood blocks Stories 1.0

Roof/Cornice __Cupala

Window __double hung and single pane

Dating Method(s)

Miscellaneous Information __Atkinson Schoolhouse

Feature Preservation Recommendation(s) (Check all that apply):
Individual nomination

Contributes to a potential district

¥___No nomination potential
¥ Will not contribute to a district

Potential district—feature would be a contributing element if other properties constitute a district

Thematic nomination potential

Component of a historic site or landscape

Moved (specify all applicable choices)—a) relocation occurred within a historic period; b) recreates original
site, orientation, landscape, and spatial relationships; c) compatible in context with neighboring structures; d)
d relocation has damaged eligibility

Historical associations require further investigation
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Complete one Page 3 for each architectural feature at the site.

1. Feature Description, Integrity, Eligibility:

Feature 1, the Atkinson Schoolhouse,has been moved from its original location, as
previously stated in the 1988 update. As such, the foundation is non-existent and the
schoolhouse sits on raised railroad ties. This single story schoolhouse includes five rooms,
an attic, and cupala. There are 11 windows, 10 are double hung and one is double on its
side, three exterior entrances, and a skylight.

The exterior boards are degrading and many have fallen off exposing the underlying wood
framing. Extensive graffiti was visible in two interior rooms. The location, setting, feeling,
and association of this feature is completely gone. The design, materials, and workmanship
has been altered and diminished integrity from the loss of foundation, graffiti, and modern
additions. This feature is recommended not eligible for the NRHP under all criteria.

2. Owner's Contact Information:

Stan Soderstrom; Bowman, North Dakota
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3. Site Area (ft?): 52,495

4. Description of Access and Site Setting:

Site is in an upland plain just north of an active railroad and about 1/4 mile north of U.S. Highway 12 and 6.5
miles west of Bowman. Surrounding terrain is flat to slightly rolling pasture and agricultural fields, with buttes
over a mile away in all directions. From Bowman, ND travel west on U.S. Highway 12 to Griffin, ND. Site is
south of the railroad and approximately 700ft. north of the highway in the field east of the existing grain
elevator.

5. Summary of ALL Site Features and Evaluation of Significance:

The townsite of Griffin currently consists of several dilapidated and unoccupied structures. Only one of the
original buildings appears to be present, and it has been significantly altered. Few of the structures present
retain their historic integrity for the aspects of location and all reflect the association with the later use of the
property as a farmstead rather than a railroad depot and small shipping hub. The aspect of setting is no
longer intact as the location has changed over the years, including the addition and removal of structures,
some of these occurring less than 50 years ago. Those buildings remaining have now fallen into disrepair or
are lumber piles. The reconstruction of the Yellowstone Highway into U.S. Highway 12 has also made the
setting more modern. With the changes in setting and the town, the site no longer maintains its integrity of
feeling, design, workmanship, and materials.

It is therefore recommended that the site be considered not eligible to the NRHP under all four criteria. While
Feature 3 can be connected to the original town, it has been altered and deteriorated beyond any ability to
reflect the history of Griffin. The other structures present vaguely provide a sense of the agricultural use and
settlement of the area, but they are not the work of a master craftsman, nor do they provide unique
architecture or materials. They also do not provide a feeling of a specific time period or culture. Research
has not connected this structure with a specific individual important to history and the town did not perform an
uncommon function. Further research will not provide significant historical information.

6. References/Comments:

George Ogle and Company
1917 Bowman County 1917, Chicago, IL.
http://www.historicmapworks.com/Atlas/US/16912/Bowman+County+1917/ Accessed 08/12/2020

The Preservation Association of Central New York
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1. Access:

From Bowman, ND travel west on U.S. Highway 12 to Griffin, ND. Site is south of the railroad and approximately
700ft. north of the highway in the field east of the existing grain elevator.

2. Site Description (include setting and feature descriptions):

This townsite is located on an upland plain with slightly rolling terrain. Several rounded buttes
are visible over 1 mile away in all directions. The townsite has been somewhat overtaken by
trees that have spread from windbreaks that were planted in the town perimeter. A crowned in
ditched dirt road runs through the site, and according to maps was meant to be the town's
main street. U.S. Highway 12 is approximately 1/4 mile south, and a crowned and ditched dirt
and gravel road is to the north.

32B0O0163 was first recorded in 1988 and consisted of 24 features. An additional three
features were added in 1997. These were:

1) A T-shaped schoolhouse ; 2) The Soderstrom residence ; 3) A hipped roof house ; 4) A tool
shed ; 5) A storage shed ; 6) A storage shed;

7) A pole barn ; 8) A privy ; 9) A barn with a two tiered roof ; 10) A second pole barn with no
siding or roof ; 11) A three bay barn ; 12 & 13) Windmills ; 14) A livestock chute ; 15) A
collapsed building ; 16) A chicken coop/house ; 17) A collapsed wood frame building ; 18, 19 &
20) Mounds of earth with cultural material scatter ; 21) Collapsed wooden structure with
corrugated metal sides ; 22) mound of earth ; 23) depression and stone foundation with
cultural material scatters ; 24) concrete foundation with brick pile ; 25, 26, & 27) three
corrugated grain bins.

Further detail about features continued on NDCRS Continuation Page.
3. Cultural Material Description (identify and quantify artifacts):

Artifacts observed were not collected. They consisted of fragments of bottle glass of varying colors, domestic
stoneware, ironstone, and whiteware, as well as metal tools and fragments. Many artifacts exhibited fire damage,
such as melted glass and burnt ceramics.

Some artifacts were produced by Syracuse China Company, which operated from 1871 until 2009 out of

Syracuse, New York. It originally was founded as the Onondaga Pottery Company and was renamed Syracuse
China in 1895.

Total Number of Artifacts = __ 1,000 Number of Artifacts Collected = 0
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In 1997, the site was updated with new photos, changes to structures, and corrections as to structure use. The
landowner stated that Feature 1 was the Atkinson Schoolhouse and was moved to Griffin from its original location a
mile to the west. It was put on old railroad ties because a new foundation was planned but never built. Feature 2,
the Soderstrom house, was noted to have had changes from 1988, mainly additions. Features 3-4, 6, 11-13, 18-20,
and 22-24 were described as similar to 1988 but more deteriorated. Feature § was found to be a homestead shanty
and not a storage shed. According to the landowner, it had also been moved to the town from elsewhere. The
archeologists were told by the owner that Features 7 and 10 were never pole barns. The poles were set with the
intention to make them barns, but the work was never completed. Features 8, 9, 14 and 15 had collapsed since
1988, while 16, 17 and 21 had been demolished and or removed from the site. Three new features were added (25-
27). These were grain bins that were present in 1988 and included on the site plan from that recording (west of
Feature 22) but were not included in the feature list, potentially because they may have been considered temporary
structures. unlikely

Figure 1. 1988 Site Plan showing feature locations.

Several more changes to the site were noted during the 2020 revisit. Feature 1, the Atkinson School was in similar
condition to the 1997 description but more weathered. The structural portion of Feature 2 (Soderstrom House) was
no longer present. Only a poured concrete foundation was left, and an artifact scatter of domestic items was found
on the south side of it. Feature 3 was also deteriorated from the previous description but was still standing, although
the covered foyer entryway was gone. Feature 4, the tool shed, was still standing but was no longer in use and
filled with cardboard boxes, broken furniture, and other items. Feature 5, the homestead shanty, had collapsed and
the lumber left deteriorating in the grass. Feature 6, the animal shed, was also still standing, but had deteriorated
considerably, with the roof in the center portion ready to collapse and damage to the corrugated sheet metal. The
poles for features 7 and 10 were still present with noticeable changes except rotting due to weather exposure.
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The outhouse designated Feature 8 was falling apart and tilted off its foundation by the branch of a tree that fell on
it. Behind this was a circa 1980s trailer home that was moved onto the property after the 1997 recording and is
currently abandoned and in deteriorated condition. The barn labeled Feature 9, which had partially collapsed in the
eastern portion by 1997 was also found, but the eastern part had been removed.

The three bay barn, Feature 11, which was noted as still standing in 1997, had collapsed by the time of the field visit
and is now one of the lumber piles in the farmstead. The first of two Windmills, Feature 12, is still standing, but the
small shed at its base, which may have been a pump or milk house, had been removed on only the floor with a
water tank remaining. The upper portion of the windmill (i.e. fan and rudder) appeared much as it had in 1997.
Feature 13, the second windmill was also much as it was in 1997. However, a shed type building that matches the
photo for Feature 16 was standing at its base. Feature 16, a chicken coop, was originally on the west side of the
farmstead and was noted as demolished and removed in the 1997 update. It appears that Feature 16 was moved to
Feature 13, which is also close to Feature 2, to serve as a storage shed and not demolished.

Feature 14, the livestock chute, had not been cleaned up and was in the same collapsed condition, albeit more
weathered, as in 1997. The location of features 15 and 17, where Feature 16 also once stood, as well as that of
Feature 21 had been cleaned up and any structure remnants removed in 1997. These were not found in 2020.
Features 18-20 and 22 were bulldozed soil piles, some with lumber in them. These had not changed since 1997.
The trash pit in the northeast corner of the site, a.k.a. Feature 23, was not relocated. The location of Feature 24, a
poured foundation between the road through the site and Feature 1 looked to have been filled in or otherwise
cleaned up. Finally, the grain bins from the 1997 update (Features 25-27) were still standing in their original
location, but were beginning to rust, and a least one had been used for target practice.

The GLO online records were researched to see who the first historic landowner was after the U.S. Government.
Godfrey W. Soderstrom, who moved to Bowman County from Minnesota with his parents circa 1906, received the
patent for the northwest quarter of section 34 in 1908. That same year, a subsidiary of the Chicago, Milwaukee, St.
Paul, and Pacific built the railroad through Griffin and platted the town to be a local depot and a hub for shipping
agricultural goods. By the 1910 U.S. census, he was running a hotel at the site (Familysearch 2020, Ogle 1917,
Schmidt and Vermeer 2010).

The next available information about the Town of Griffin came from George Ogle and Company’s 1917 Atlas of
Bowman County, North Dakota. In this book was a map of how the town was platted by the railroad, and the
location of the existing buildings at the time. It shows a lumber yard, feed bam, restaurant, and general store in the
town, a depot and section house on the north side of the tracks, and a stock yard plus two grain elevators south of
the tracks. At the time, the railroad configuration at the town consisted of a mainline track and two sidings or shunts.
The land around the town is noted as being owned by the Milwaukee Land Company (Ogle 1917).

Of the buildings in the town in 1917, only one may be present in its original location. Feature 3, noted as a house in
the earlier recordings, is in the same location as the restaurant shown between what would have been First Avenue
West and Main street, south of Second Street if the town were fully developed as planned. Meanwhile, the feed
barn would have been about 60 feet east of Feature 4, and the lumber yard located at features 4 and 10. The
general store would have been where Feature 24 was located (Ogle 1917)

The atlas also included a directory and advertisements from 1917 that included information on the Soderstrom
family. A brother, Len, was noted as having lived in section 28, northwest of Griffin, starting in 1905. Godfrey
himself, is listed in the directory as having been the township justice and postmaster. His advertisement in the atlas
stated that he sold general merchandise, dry goods, clothing, drugs, groceries, jewelry, hardware, and builder's
supplies. He even was a life, fire, and hail damage insurance agent (Ogle 1917).
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An obituary from December 1918 for Conrad Soderstrom, a brother who died of the Spanish Flu, noted that Godfrey
was still in retail, and that two other brothers, Len and Bert, were also living at Griffin and farming in the area. In the
1920 U.S. Census, Godfrey is still listed as running a general store, and the 1930 census has him as a farmer.

Sometime after 1930, Godfrey left to return to Minnesota, where he died in 1961. His brothers apparently took over

the town after he left, as all three censuses do not list any children, and the Soderstrom family still owns the property
(Familysearch 2020).
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Figure 2. Ogle and Company 1917 map showing the town of Griffin.

Only one other available map, produced by the USGS in 1973, showed Giriffin in any detail. The railroad is shown
as a mainline with a siding on the south side. Two unoccupied/outbuildings are shown south of the tracks west of
the road through town. No buildings (i.e. features 1 and 24) are shown east of the road through town, and only four
are shown west of the road where the majority of buildings are currently located. Feature 2 is shown as an occupied
house, while Feature 3 is shown as unoccupied or an outbuilding. Features 9 and 11 are shown as
unoccupied/outbuildings in roughly the same positions as the 1988 site plan. Historic and modern aerial photos
were then compared to the 1917 atlas map to ascertain which buildings in the town and in the grain elevator area
were still standing. The 1972 aerial does not show either Feature 1 or 24 east of the main road, but many, if not all,
of the buildings west of the road were in place. By the next aerial in 1995, Feature 1 is present and there is a white

object at the location of Feature 24. The subsequent photos, from 2010 to 2016, are similar to what was described
in 1997.
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Figure 1. 32BO163 location map.
USGS 7.5’ Griffin, North Dakota topographic quadrangle 1973
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Figure 2. 32BO0163 site map.
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Figure 3. 32B00163 site overview from U.S. Highway 12 facing north.
M. Carpenter 05/28/2020.

Figure 4. 32B0O0163 Feature 1, Atkinson Schoolhouse facing west.
M. Woods 07/26/2020.
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Appendix 1. Topographic coverage of site UW#1133.

riffin Quad, 1973, 10ft. contour interval.

34, T132N, R103W, Bowman County, ND.

USGS 7.5' Series,

U-W#1133-16 Field Date: 8/17/88.

Legal: SEYL NW4% NE% Section
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NDCRS ARCHITECTURAL SITE FORM
page 1A

Field Code 'UJ Feature Number SITS # 32

DESCRIPTIVE SECTION
FOUNDATION STORIES ROOF TYPE / CORNICE

WINDOW CONDITION DATING METHOD#

PRESERVATION RECOMMENDATION (check all that apply)

1) Individual Nomination 2) __ Contributes to a potential district

3) No nomination potential ~ 4) __ Will not contribute to district

5) Potential district not known at this time: feature would be a contributing element if
neighboring properties constitute a district

6) Thematic nomination potential 7) Component of historic site/landscape

8) Feature has an important physical, spatial, functional, historic or architectural

relationship to the site/complex/farmstead

9) Moved: A) relocation occurred within historic period. B) recreates original site,
orientation, landscape and spatial characteristics. C) compatible in context with
neighboring structures. D) relocation has damaged eligibility.

10) _Request comparative study of neighboring properties

1)  _Historical associations require further investigation

DESCRIPTION/INTEGRITY/ELIGIBILITY
This is are-survey of a site previously surveyed (more exhaustively than the current
reconnaissance) in 1988. The site remains substantially as it was then, but our re-survey updates

and, in certain cases, corrects previous information. The photographic coverage in the re-survey
is designed to reflect the changes and corrections noted.

The owner of the site remains Stan Sdderstrom, who is the resident there.

The list of updates and corrections below uses the feature numbers established in the 1988
survey.

1 Soderstrom says that this school was the Atkinson School, moved here by his father from a
site a mile west. His father never got around to putting a foundation under it, so it still sits on
blocks.

2. Photographic coverage shows that Soderstrom continues to modify and add to the house.

Urban Legal Description
X SEE CONTINUATION SHEET



3. No change except continued deterioration.

4. No change except continued deterioration.

5. This feature previously was identified as a storage shed. Examination shows it to be a
homestead shanty similar to others on many farmsteads in the area, moved to this site to serve as
a storage building. It is lathed and plastered on the inside; is of standard homestead shanty
design, with two rooms. The metal covering of its slightly vaulted roofis gone. At some time in
the past, too, the building was used as a stable, thus the stable door on the east side.

6. As represented in previous survey.

7. Recorded in previous survey as a pole bam; in fact it never was. Soderstrom’s father salvaged
these poles from somewhere and set them in the ground, expecting to use them for a bam or
fence of some kind, but he never did get around to building such. So just the poles remain set in
the ground.

8. Privy tipping over.

9. Major portion of this bam now collapsed.

10. Same comments as for feature 7.

11. Photos show the deterioration of this bam.

12. No change since previous survey.

13. No change since previous survey.

14. This livestock chute has collapsed.

15-16-17. The area of these features was photographed, showing that the privy has overturned,
and the chicken house and other building have been demolished.

18-19-20. Mounds as represented in previous survey.

21. Demolished.

22. Mound as represented in previous survey.

23. Same as previous survey.

24. Same as previous survey.

25-27. Three metal grain bins, from feature date 5 period. (These features not included in

previous survey. They were on the map of that survey, but must not have been considered
permanent features.)
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schoo]:hguse with bell towér, and set on railroad ties. The structure consists of seven
rooms, with three windows in the north wall all covered with a wire mesh quard. The.west
wall of the "T" section exhibits one window and electrical cord outlet and. stove exhaust

elbow. The Teg portion.of the "T"s west wall exhibitﬁuawdQQLw@&mﬂiLh;anlyﬂa;daonwfname_~_;ﬂ

nanging, steps notsecuyred to the south of the room and one qmal)‘winddw-‘AThn south wall
exhibits two small box windows., one large rectanou]ar window_and one double window. The

east wall "T" leg provides two rectangular windows, one is_a single, one a triple with-wire-
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tion and some modern alterations (electricity). The bell tower is empty. (See continuation)
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Continuation Form -~ Site Numbef

Item No.

Description Inside the structure the following is noted:

& Integrity Room #1 has two desks in southeast corner of the Sears Roebuck Company style

of the era, and bolted to floor. One desk a 1ift 1id with metal hinges.

"Clevland #1" was observed on the desks metal base. Inside the desk was ob-

served the standard graffiti.

Room #2 has one unbolted desk and a swivle high back with arms. A black-

board is mounted on the east wall next to the door. Numbers are still on

the board.

Room #3 entry way contains a pot bellied stove "The Vortex Hot Blast" and

a stack of desks in very poor condition, also of the Sears manufacture.

Room #4 contains a floor heat vent along side a rectangular hole suitable

to serve as a trap door on an area for a floor mounted furnace, two desks,

are by the 3rd section of the triple window. A large cylinderical object

with "the Smith System" embossed on door could be the shell of a furnace/

stove with the burner missing. A set of five steps is in the doorway to
room 6. ‘

Room #5 floor is missing and could indicate a stairwell to a basement.

Rodm #6 is a closet with shelves.
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Appendix 1. Photographic coverage of site UW#1133: Feature 1. Legal:
SWA NEN NE%, Section 34, T132N, R103W, Bowman County, ND. Top photo taken
facing NE, bottom photo taken facing SW. UW#1133. Field Date: 8/16/88.



Appendix la. Photographic coverage of site UW#1133, Feature 1. Legal:
SW% NEij NE%, Section 34, T132N, R103W, Bowman County, ND. Photo taken facing
direction SSW - Room #1, Item A. Field Date: 8/16/88.



Appendix Ib. Photographic coverage of site UW#1133, Feature 1. Legal:
SW% NE% NE%, Section 34, T132N, R103W, Bowman County, ND. Photo taken
facing direction SW, Room #4, Item F. Field Date: 8/16/88.
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