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Foundation Concrete block 

Feature Type __ 9_ 

Context _? __ 

Primary Exterior 1§.__ 

Secondary Exterior _ 

Roof/Cornice Gable entry, hip roof main body and shed roof at the back 

Window Double hung 

Condition ]__ 

Plan Shape 1__ 

Style Other S!'{le 

Architect/Builder __ _ 

Stories __ 1 _ 
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Complete a Page 3 for each feature. 

1. Feature Description, Integrity, Eligibility: 

SITS# 32_£§__ 4984 

This school is a one room prairie school sitting on concrete blocks. It is located in the Pioneer Village of 
Bonanzaville. According records located at the school it was built in Mapelton Township in 1895. The 
school is located at the east end of the village. The building measures approximately 45 feet east to 
west, inclusive of the rear shed and 26 feet north to south. This is a lovely school with wood shakes on 
the mansard/hip roof. There's metal capping on all the seams of the roof. At the west end of the school, 
on the west slope, there is a bell tower with a bell located inside. The bell tower has a four sided, 
peaked roof with a flag pool on top. Decorative pieces can be seen between each of the four corner 
posts. There is a remnant of the chimney on the east slope of the roof of the main body. Wood shakes 
are also seen on the gable roofed porch as well as the rear shed. All the soffits are closed. 

A wide vinyl trim piece can be seen just above the windows under the eaves of the roof on all sides. The 
siding is 6 inch vinyl and corner trim is the same. The porch is 10 feet deep by 4 feet wide with wood 
railing to either side. The floor of the porch is also wood. Under the porch roof is a decorative trim piece 
that has open design, seen on all three sides of the porch. T At the front, under the peaked roof, the 
siding has large, fan shaped decorative piece. There is a 5 panel wood door leading into the school with 
double hung windows to either side of the entry porch. Stepping into the school you find yourself in the 
entry area. There are doors to either side of a wall set in about 6 feet. The floor throughout is tongue 
and groove hardwood. 

The inside of the school is finished with a combination of wall board and beadboard. The ceiling is all 
beadboard. Wainscot is similar to beadboard with wider pieces of wood. Blackboards can be seen on 
all the walls, 1/2 the east wall behind the teachers desk, between windows on both the north and south 
walls and also on the west wall which is the backside of the entry. There are three double hung windows 
on both the north and south walls of the school, all glass intact throughout. Shades hang at the top of 
the windows, attached to a decorative cornice. 

Electricity is present with wires on the west side of the school and light fixtures inside. There is a replica 
of a stove as well as desks, books and other items commonly found in a one room school. 
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Cass County Historical Society 
Bonanzanville 
1351 West Main Ave. 
West Fargo ND 58078 

3. Access (to rural areas): 

4. Site Area (ft2): __________ _ 

5. Description of SETTING: 

This school is located in Bonanzaville in the Pioneer Village. 
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Bowdon ND 58418 
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Bonanzaville’s first buildings.

28A. SOD HOUSE. Built in 1986, a replica of 1870's 
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South. It served for a time as the city hotel and 
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