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DESCRIPTIVE SECTION

FOUNDATION TYPE: concrete STORIES: 11/2 ROOF TYPE/CORNICE: gable

WINDOW CONDITION: DATING METHOD: documentation
original windows altered

PRESERVATION RECOMMENDATION (Check all that apply):

I)  ____ Individual nomination 2 )____  Contributes to a potential district
3) X  No nomination potential 4 )____ Will not contribute to district
5 )  ___Potential district not known at this time: feature would be a contributing element if neighboring

properties constitute a district
6 )  ___Thematic nomination potential 7 )____ Component of historic site/landscape

8 )  __ Feature has an important physical, spatial, functional, historic or architectural relationship to the
site/complex/farmstead

9 )  __ Moved: A) Relocation occurred within historic period. B) Recreates original site, orientation,
landscape and spatial relationships. C) Compatible in context with neighboring structures. D) 
Relocation has damaged eligibility.

1 0 ) ___ Request comparative study of neighboring properties
I I )  __Historical associations require further investigation

DESCRIPTION/INTEGRITY/EUGIBILITY:

Feature 1 consists of a 1 1/2 story schoolhouse, which is an end gable structure with a dropped roof 
side gable addition on the east end of the building. The main structure measures 26.4 ft (8 m) east 
west by 18.4 ft (5.6 m) north-south. The roof is covered by asphalt shingles with open eaves and 
enclosed rafters. The exterior is clad in beveled weatherboard with metal endboards. The eastern 
façade contains a single window opening offset to the south that has been boarded over with plywood. 
A doorway is north of this window, which is now covered by the addition. The southern elevation of the 
main structure contains four window openings that have been covered with plywood sheets. A fifth 
window on the western end still retains its original condition as a 1/1 double hung window. There are 
no windows on the west and north elevations. The eastern addition measures 10 ft (3 m) by 10 ft (3 m) 
and has a dropped side gable roof covered by wood shingles. A ridge cap with purlins extends along 
the ridge. The eaves are extended with enclosed rafters. The exterior is clad in beveled weatherboard 
with metal endboards. The southern façade contains a 5-panel wooden plank door. This leads out to a 
concrete step with a concrete patio measuring 6 ft (1.8 m) north-south by 10 ft (3 m) east-west. The 
eastern elevation contains a centrally-located window opening that has been boarded over by a 
plywood sheet. Both the main structure and the addition rest on a crumbling concrete foundation.

NDCRS ARCHITECTURAL SITE FORM
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Field Code: Feature Number: 1 SITS #: 32ME269

Urban Legal Description:
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Field Code:

NDCRS ARCHITECTURAL SITE FORM
Page 3

SITS#: 32ME269

OWNER’S NAME, ADDRESS, PHONE #: Barry, Monte, Jolene and Kelly Morast 

PROJECT TITLE: COT-02

REPORT TITLE: A  Class III Cultural Resource Inventory of the Coteau Properties Company’s Mine 
Area 2 North, Mercer County, North Dakota

SITE AREA: The site measures 492 ft (150 m) east-west by 377 ft (115 m) north-south for a total area 
of 4,3 acres (1.7 ha).

ACCESS:
To access the site, go approximately 12 miles north of Beulah on Hwy 21. Go three miles east on 
county road. The site is located on southwest comer of crossroads in fallow field.

DESCRIPTION:
This historic site was first recorded by Dill (1978) as an historic rural school building. The site consists 
of a single structure situated in level grass pasture located in Section 26 of T146N R87W. The site 
overlooks an intermittent drainage to the south and an abandoned homestead further to the southwest. 
County roads border the site to the north and east, and pasture borders the site to the south and west. 
A faded two-track road encircles the structure. Two other features were identified by Dill, an outhouse 
and a concrete foundation, though the outhouse is no longer standing. An examination of the ground 
surface around the site failed to reveal any significant historic artifacts beyond pieces of clear glass and 
miscellaneous metal fragments. The site measures 492 ft (150 m) east-west by 377 ft (115 m) north- 
south for a total area of 4.3 acres (1.7 ha).

Historic Information:
Site 32ME269 is on land originally acquired by Herman Johnson in 1905 by means of a cash patent. 
He resided in Mercer County at the time, but not on the property. Herman had moved to Clark County, 
South Dakota, by the time he sold the property to Edwin Young in 1911. Edwin Young, who resided in 
Bryant, South Dakota, was also an absentee landowner. Edwin owned the property until 1919, when 
Philip and Emma Morast purchased it. The Morast family resided on a farm (site 32ME715) located 
adjacent to the property. Philip and Emma owned the property until 1961, when their son, Raymond, 
acquired the property title. Raymond and his wife, Elma, sold the property in 1992 to their four children 
(Barry, Monte, Jolene and Kelly), who are currently listed as joint owners of the property.

The Woodrow School was established on the property in 1919, the same year that Philip and Emma 
Morast acquired title to the property. The specific nature of the arrangement between the school 
district and the Morast family for placement of a school on the property is unknown. The Woodrow 
School posted its first certified enrollment in 1919 and continued in operation until 1963, when it posted 
its last certified enrollment (Mercer County School Board, personal communication 2002).

References:

Urban Legal Description:
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SUMMARY OF SITE FEATURES AND EVALUATION OF SIGNIFICANCE:

Feature 1 -  School House

Feature 2 -  Outhouse Feature 

Feature 3 -  Outhouse Feature

Field Code: S ITS#: 32ME269

Statement of Integrity:
The schoolhouse is in relatively good condition, though neglect has impacted the integrity of the 
structure to a degree. The loss of the original outhouse structures has compromised the integrity of 
feeling and materials.

Statement of Significance:
Site 32ME269 is not recommended eligible for inclusion in the NRHP under Criteria A, B, C or D. This 
site is not recognized in the historic documents or the oral record as an important historic cultural 
resource. The site is not considered significant under Criterion A, as it is not associated with events 
that have made a significant contribution to the broad patterns of history. The site is not associated 
with an individual important to local or national history so is not recommended eligible under Criterion B. 
The site is not considered significant under Criterion C, as it has no architectural value. The site does 
not have the potential to address pertinent archaeological or historical research questions and is 
therefore not recommended under Criterion D.

Urban Legal Description:

RFF CONTINI IATION RHFFT
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FIELD CODE SITS NO. 32ME269 UPDATE

1. ACCESS:
To access the site, go approximately 12 miles north of Beulah on Hwy 21. Go three miles east 
on county road. The site is located on southwest comer o f crossroads in fallow field.

2. DESCRIPTION OF SITE:
This historic site was first recorded by Dill (1978) as an historic rural school building. The site consists o f  
a single structure situated in level grass pasture located in Section 26 of T146N R87W. The site overlooks 
an intermittent drainage to the south and an abandoned homestead further to the southwest. County roads 
border the site to the north and east, and pasture borders the site to the south and west. A faded two-track 
road encircles the structure. Two other features were identified by Dill, an outhouse and a concrete 
foundation, though the outhouse is no longer standing. An examination o f  the ground surface around the 
site failed to reveal any significant historic artifacts beyond pieces o f clear glass and miscellaneous metal 
fragments. The site measures 492 ft (150 m) east-west by 377 ft (115 m) north-south for a total area o f  
4.3 acres (1.7 ha).

Feature 1 is a standing structure recorded on a NSCRS architectural form.

Feature 2 consists o f  the concrete foundation o f an outhouse located 75 ft (23 m) west o f  the schoolhouse. 
The foundation measures 3.8 ft (1.2 m) by 3.8 ft (1.2 m) with a 1 ft (.3 m) square opening in the southeast 
comer o f  the foundation.

Feature 3 consists o f the remains o f the wooden outhouse identified as a standing structure by Dill (1978). 
The depression is 23 ft (7 m) south o f Feature 2 and measures roughly 3 ft (.9 m) by 3 ft (.9 m) with a 
depth o f  less than 1 ft (.3 m). There are several wood fragments scattered near the area.

Historic Overview
Site 32ME269 is on land originally acquired by Herman Johnson in 1905 by means o f a cash patent. He 
resided in Mercer County at the time, but not on the property. Herman had moved to Clark County, South 
Dakota, by the time he sold the property to Edwin Young in 1911. Edwin Young, who resided in Bryant, 
South Dakota, was also an absentee landowner. Edwin owned the property until 1919, when Philip and 
Emma Morast purchased it. The Morast family resided on a farm (site 32M E715) located adjacent to the 
property. Philip and Emma owned the property until 1961, when their son, Raymond, acquired the 
property title. Raymond and his wife, Elma, sold the property in 1992 to their four children (Barry, 
Monte, Jolene and Kelly), who are currently listed as joint owners o f the property.

The Woodrow School was established on the property in 1919, the same year that Philip and F.mma 
Morast acquired title to the property. The specific nature o f the arrangement between the school district 
and the Morast family for placement o f a school on the property is unknown. The Woodrow School 
posted its first certified enrollment in 1919 and continued in operation until 1963, when it posted its last 
certified enrollment (Mercer County School Board, personal communication 2002).

3. DESCRIPTION OF CULTURAL M ATERIALS (Q uantify and Identify): A few wood 
fragments

# o f Items o f Cultural M aterial Observed: 5-10 # Collected: 0

4. ARTIFACT REPOSITORY: NA

5. DESCRIPTION OF SUBSURFACE TESTING: NA

NDCRS ARCHAEOLOGICAL AND HISTORICAL SITE FORMS
Descriptive Section

Page 2

RECORDED BY: James Strait DATE: 5/22/02



FIELD CODE SITS NO. 32ME269 UPDATE

6. FIELD CONDITIONS (V);

WET DRY V WINDY V RAINING SNOWING OVERCAST

BRIGHT SUN V TWILIGHT

7. TECHNIQUE(S) USED TO ESTIMATE SITE AREA (V ):

TRANSIT TAPE MEASURE V PACED V VISUAL ESTIMATE 

OTHER (explain):

8. RATIONALE FOR SITE BOUNDARY DETERM INATION (V):

SURFACE CULTURAL MATERIALS V FEATURES TOPOGRAPHY

CONTINUOUS STRATIGRAPHIC EXPOSURE SUBSURFACE TESTING

SYSTEMATIC SUBSURFACE PROBING OTHER (explain):

9. CURRENT USE OF SITE: Pasture

10. OW NER’S NAM E/ADDRESS: Barry, Monte, Jolene and Kelly Morast

11. VEGETATION: prairie grasses

12. VEGETATION COVER (% of visual ground): 10-20%

13. SNOW COVER (% visible): NA

14. M AN-HOURS SPENT ON SITE: 4

15. PROJECT TITLE: COT-02 P.I.: Lynelle A. Peterson

16. REPORT TITLE; A Class III Cultural Resource Inventory of the Coteau Properties Company’s Mine Area 2 
North, Mercer County, North Dakota

AUTHOR: James Strait et al. (2002)

17. OTHER PUBLISHED REFERENCES:
Dill, C.L. 1978 Cultural Resource Inventory: Antelope Valley Station/ A.N.G.C.G.C. Gasification Plant Site, 
Associate Mining Areas and Ancillary Facilities. State Historical Society ofNorth Dakota. Bismarck, ND.

18. DESCRIPTION OF COLLECTIONS OBSERVED:

19. OW NER-ADDRESS OF COLLECTIONS OBSERVED:

NDCRS ARCHAEOLOGICAL AND HISTORICAL SITE FORMS
Descriptive Section

Page 3

RECORDED BY: James Strait DATE: 5/22/02



FIELD CODE SITS NO. 32ME269 UPDATE

20. STATEM ENT OF INTEGRITY:
The schoolhouse is in relatively good condition, though neglect has impacted the integrity o f  the structure 
to a degree. The loss o f  the original outhouse structures has compromised the integrity o f  feeling and 
materials.

21. STATEM ENT OF SIGNIFICANCE:
Site 32ME269 is not recommended eligible for inclusion in the NRHP under Criteria A, B, C or D. This 
site is not recognized in the historic documents or the oral record as an important historic cultural resource. 
The site is not considered significant under Criterion A, as it is not associated with events that have made a 
significant contribution to the broad patterns o f history. The site is not associated with an individual 
important to local or national history so is not recommended eligible under Criterion B. The site is not 
considered significant under Criterion C, as it has no architectural value. The site does not have the 
potential to address pertinent archaeological or historical research questions and is therefore not 
recommended under Criterion D.

NDCRS ARCHAEOLOGICAL AND HISTORICAL SITE FORMS
Descriptive Section

Page 4

22. COM M ENTS/REFERENCES:

RECORDED BY: James Strait DATE: 5/22/02



FIELD CODE SITS NO. 32ME269 UPDATE
TOPOGRAPHIC MAP

NDCRS ARCHAEOLOGICAL AND HISTORICAL SITE FORMS
Descriptive Section
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RECORDED BY: James Strait DATE: 5/22/02



FIELD CODE SITS NO 32ME269 UPDATE

SKETCH MAP

INCLUDE A NORTH ARROW , SITE BOUNDARIES, ROAD OR STREET NAMES, 
LOCATIONS OF ARTIFACTS, FEATURES, BUILDINGS, STRUCTURES, OBJECTS, AND 
DEPRESSIONS WITH EACH ITEM INDIVIDUALLY NUM BERED AND KEYED TO THE 
MAP KEY, AND ROAD OR STREET NAME(S).

NDCRS ARCHAEOLOGICAL AND HISTORICAL SITE FORMS
Descriptive Section

Page 6
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NDCRS ARCHAEOLOGICAL AND HISTORICAL SITE FORMS
Descr ipt ive  Section

PHOTOGRAPH FIELD CO DE___________________ SITS NO. 32ME269

Feature 1, v iew  to the northwest

Feature 1, v iew  to the southeast

RECORDED RY- James Strait DATE: 5/25/02

Photo I.D. Code; J S -6  #  12-15
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PHOTOGRAPH FIELD CO DE___________________ SITS NO. 32M E269

Feature 2, v iew  to the northwest

RECORDED BY:. DATE:James Strait 5/25/02
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SITS# 32 ME 00269
State County Site Number

Field Code NAC 63 Site Name LITTLE SCHOOL HOUSE
Field Code Site Name

Map Quad 
Map Quad

HAZEN NW
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2. E 1/2
3. S 1/2
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9. C

City:

Street # and Name Street # and Name

# of Features 1
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2 CR Type 1 Verified Site 0 Non-Site 2 E C F 2 TF Date Coded
0 State Registry 0 National Register 07/13/83 Update

1 Feature # 9 Feature Type 7 Condition

Construction Date 7 Context Integrity

Feature Date 5 Plan Shape*

25 Structural System ** 26 Primary Exterior * Secondary Exterior

0 Ethnic 14 Style*

07/13/83 Fieldwork Date Fieldwork Date 0 Architect/Builder
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Field Code 
Field Code

NDCRS SITE FORM 
HISTORICAL ARCHEOLOGICAL SITES

SITS#

Site Name 
Site Name

HAZEN NW

32 ME 00269 
State County Site Number

Map Quad 
Map Quad

l_TL 0 Twp 146 Range 087 Section 26 QQQ 5 QQ 5 Q 5
1. N 1/2
2. E 1/2
3. S 1/2
4. W 1/2
5. NE 1/4
6. SE 1/4
7. SW 1/4
8. NW 1/4
9. C

FEATURE TYPE
1 CM Scatter
0 Chimney
1 Depression 
0 Dump
0 Earthworks
0 Fortification
1 Foundation 
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0 Hearth 
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0 Quarry/Mine 
0 Rock Art 
0 Trail 
0 Wreck

CULTURAL MATERIAL
0 Bone 
0 Ceramics 
0 Charcoal 
0 Cloth
0 Faunal Remains 
0 Fire Cracked Rock 
0 Floral Remains 
0 Glass 
0 Hide,Hair,Fur 
0 Human Remains 
0 Masonry 
0 Metal 
0 Plastic 
0 Rubber

9 SiteType

7 Context

0 SiteArea 
m. x m.

0 Cultural Depth cm.

0 Depth Indicator

Occupation Date 
Begin End

0 0
Basis for Dating

3

0 Other 0
1
0

Shell
Wood
Other

0

0

CM Density 

Isolated Find

Landform 1 18 Landform 2 Slope/Exposure Ecosystem

Landform 1 Landform 2 Slope/Exposure Ecosystem
View, View,

Elevation: Drainage System Degree Distance

640 m. MISSOURI RIVER

Dist Perm Water Perm Water Type Dist Seas Water Seas Water Type

0 m. 300 m. 4

3 Ownership

7/14/77 Fieldwork Date

Site Condition 5 Collection 

Additional Information

Test/Probe

Ownership

Fieldwork Date 

Excavation

Management Recommendation

335 Soils 23 Ecozone 3 Area Signif
0 Soils Ecozone Area Signif 3 PURCELL Coder
2 CRType 1 Verified Site 0 Non-Site 2 EC F 2 TF  8/23/1979 DateCoded
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*

1.

3.
4.

5.

6 .

NORTH DAKOTA CULTURAL RESOURCES SURVEY 

Base Data Form
County Mercer_______________________________ 2. S ite  Number 32MB 269

S ite  Name (s) f r / 7/

Type o f Resource: A. Archaeological__Historical_^_A rchitectural__Paleontological_

B. D is t r ic t__S ite  y Bui 1ding y Structure__Object__

Map Reference:______________________________________________________________________

Location:___________________

P la t:
im|- 1\TB| Sec 26

Block

T 146 N /  R &7 W 

Lot

UTMG: A._ 

C.

_B._

D.

7. Access: Access ro ad , g a te  a t  ITE co rner o f sec . 2.6.

8. A. General descrip tion  of s ite :  Hi stori c sr.hnnl hnilrHng—-rural sr.hnnl

B. Condition o f s ite :  f a i r  to  good________________________________________________

9. Owner's name/address: Ray Moras t- r u r a l  Beulah ______________.______
10. Occupant's name/address: same______________________________________________________

11. H is to ric  Register value: N a t._ S ta te __Undt.^None__On R e g ._ In  D is t r ic t  D is tr ic t

12. Open to public: Yes_^ No__ 13. Preservation Underway: Yes__No y

14. Endangered by: s t r ip  mine__________________________________________________________

15. Survey P ro jec t: T i t le  BEM /  ANG Mine Survey______________ D irector M i l___ ______
Other surveys in which included none __________________________________________

16. Recommendations:

17. Environment: E levation 2090__________ Nearest Water: Type intp.rm ittp.nt st r  aam

a ls o  w e ll on s i t e .___________________  Distance iq q q ' D irection  sw ___

Soil conditions: dry_______________________________________________________________

Soil Texture:_______unknown_________________________________________________________



*
NORTH DAKOTA CULTURAL RESOURCES SURVEY Page 2

S ite  Number pAq

17. Environment, Cont.

Ground Cover: P r a i r i e  g ra ss

T erra in : In te rs tre a m  up lands

18. Local contact person or o rgan iza tion :_________________ ___ __________
19. Photos: No B/Wx_Color__Prints__Sl ides__Comments/ID code CLP 5$/3Q.

Negatives stored a t: SHSND_______________ _ _ _____________ — -------------------------—
In space below attach and id e n tify  a p ic tu re  or contact p r in t of the s ite .

20. Sketch Map o f S ite :

' l 0 %

j"LD

0
AO

-t i feO

Scale: /J,(a p  / ,

¿T-, Ly \ tP, S û  tMi

%

t * °  f06O

Recorded'Ey: D i l l

Revised by:_

Date 7 /14 /77  

Date



* • ' A

*27.

29.

30.

31.

33.

35.

36.

37.

NORTH DAKOTA CULTURAL RESOURCES SURVEY Page _3_

Continuation, form: H is to ric  S ites S ite  Number 32ME 269

Thematic category_________ S ettlem en t_______________ 28. Date or period unknown______

Structures: Number standing_________ 2_______________ Number collapsed --------------

Number o f foundations o n ly _________ 1_______________ Number of e a r th w o rk s ------------

Number o f basement depressions none_______ No s tru ctu ra l remains observed -----------

A rc h ite c tu ra l/S tru c tu ra l D e ta i l :

A. S ty le  or design

B. Archi te c t/e n g i neer

C. C o ntrac to r/bu ilder

D. O rig inal use School house
E. Present use Abandoned p a s tu re
F. Number o f s to ries  1 G. Basement: Yes No P a rtia l unknown
H. Foundation M ateria l co n cre te
I . Wall Construction wood frame
J. Wall Treatment

K. Roof type and m aterial

L. Number of bays: Front Side M. Plan shape

Frontage 32. Distance from road

Number o f outbuild ings______ 2__________ 34. Description o f outbuild ings

_____ 1 ou thouse, 1 co n c re te  fo u n d a tio n _____________________________________

Changes

Inform ation sources/References

Reason fo r  s ig n ifican ce:

Recorded by C.L. D i l l Date 7 /14 /77

Revised by Date


