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Field Code: None SITS #: 32ML891

DESCRIPTIVE SECTION

FOUNDATION: Concrete STORIES: 1 ROOF TYPE/CORNICE: Gable

WINDOW CONDITION: Most windows and openings intact DATING METHOD(S): Estimate 

PRESERVATION RECOMMENDATION (Check all that apply):

I) ___Individual nomination 2)_____ Contributes to a potential district
3) X No nomination potential 4)_____ Will not contribute to district
5) ___ Potential district not known at this time: feature would be a contributing element if neighboring

properties constitute a district
6) ___Thematic nomination potential 7)_____ Component of historic site/landscape
8) ___ Feature has an important physical, spatial, functional, historic or architectural relationship to the

site/complex/farmstead
9) ___ Moved: A) Relocation occurred within historic period. B) Recreates original site, orientation, landscape

and spatial relationships. C) Compatible in context with neighboring structures. D) Relocation has 
damaged eligibility.

10) __Request comparative study of neighboring properties
II) __Historical associations require further investigation

DESCRIPTION/INTEGRITY/ELIGIBILITY:

Feature 1 is the old Conkling school building, identified as a large maintenance building with garage and 
office/shop areas in 1997. The school building was located in Conkling School District #12, and was named after 
Rosco Conkling. There is a small, enclosed entryway on the north elevation and two large overhead doors and a 
panel door on the south elevation. The building has an irregular plan, and inside are pew-style benches. The 
south end area is 32 x 36 feet, and the rest of the building area is 25 x 64 feet. The two areas have separate gable 
roofs.

The entire building is on a raised concrete foundation. Siding is horizontal wood clapboards. The interior walls 
in the shop area are covered with fiberboard. The roof is covered with composition rolled roofing. Most of the 
windows have been broken out but those that remain area double hung, 8/8.
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SITS #: 32ML891

FEATURE DATA

OWNER’S NAME, ADDRESS, PHONE #:

PROJECT TITLE:

REPORT TITLE: Results of Class II and Class III Cultural Resource Inventories for Upgrades to 
Telecommunication Lines: The Washburn Exchange

SITE AREA: 285,000 sq ft

ACCESS: From North Dakota 200 on the north side of Washburn, go west on County Road 17 for 7.5 miles. 
Turn north and go 1.75 miles. Turn west and go 2.7 miles. The site is on the south side of the road.

DESCRIPTION: Three standing buildings, a windmill, three concrete foundations, a concrete cistern, a
depression, and five recent granary foundations were recorded at this site. The site is abandoned.

Historic Information: Records on file at the McLean County Register of Deeds Office indicates that Alfred 
Svenson received a patent from the United States for land containing the site on May 5, 1904. Anna Kristina 
Johanson, Svenson’s sister, inherited the property on February 21, 1921. Johanson sold the property to George 
Swanson on November 30, 1925. Victor Leidholm purchased the land on January 14, 1926. Today Lloyd 
Leidholm owns the property.

References:

Boughton, John, Lynelle Peterson, and Scott Wagers
2006 Falkirk: A Cultural Resource Inventory of 20,000 Acres in McLean County, North Dakota.

Rottwell, Sarah J., Thomas K. Larson, and Dori M. Penny
1997 Results of Class II and Class III Cultural Resource Inventories for Upgrades to Telecommunication Lines: 

The Washburn Exchange



Field Code: None

NDCRS ARCHITECTURAL SITE FORM
Page 7

SITS#: 32ML891

SUMMARY OF SITE FEATURES AND EVALUATION OF SIGNIFICANCE: 

Feature 1 -  Conkling school building Feature 3 -  House

Feature 2 -  Garage Feature 4 -  Windmill

Statement of Integrity:

The site is reflective of a mid-1900s farm outbuildings and schoolhouse; however, six of the structures associated 
with the property have either been tom down or have been removed from the property. The overall condition and 
integrity of the site is poor to fair.

Statement of Significance:

The site is recommended not eligible for listing to the National Register of Historic Places (NRHP) under any of 
the established criteria. Most of the structures associated with the property have either been torn down or 
removed from the property. The four standing structures (Features 1-4) are unable to reflect any historic 
association and is recommended not eligible under Criterion A. The site is not associated with any person of 
local, regional, state, or national importance, and is recommended not eligible under Criterion B. The features at 
the site are not representative of a unique architectural style or method of construction and recommended not 
eligible under Criterion C. The site would not likely provide further information through archaeological 
investigation of the historic features and is recommended not eligible under Criterion D. No further work is 
recommended at the site.
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Feature 1, view to the northwest
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Feature 1, view to the southeast



SH
SN
D 

US
E 

FE
AT

UR
E 

DA
TA
 

SI
TE
 
DA

TA

NDCRS SITE FORK
ARCHITECTURAL SITES

Page 1

SITS # 3_2 ¿ jL  . ,&T(j
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CONTEXTS
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22 M il ita ry
23 Mining, Coal24 Petroleum
25 Railroads26 Ranching, Open Range27 Ranching, Fee Simple
28 Relig ion29 Roads, T ra ils ,  and Highways
30 Rural Settlement31 Urban Settlement32 Water Navigation



« NDCRS ARCHITECTURAL Mlt l"UKH
page 1A

Feature Number jField Code SITS § 32

DESCRIPTIVE SECTION

FOUNDATION

C Or\ c . t - 4  /k

STORIES ROOF TYPE/CORNICE

) f  d j  / q_______

WINDOW CONDITION

id ; ^  ! h 'Ì^c / ’

DATING METHOD

i rr\ L )

PRESERVATION RECOMMENDATION (check all that apply):

I ) Individual Nomination 2) Contributes to a potential district
3) No nomination potential 4) Will not contribute to district
5) Potential district not known at this time: feature would be a contributing 

element if neighboring properties constitute a district
6) Thematic nomination potential 7) ____ Component of historic site/landscape
******************************************-*******************************************
8) Feature has an important physical, spatial, functional, historic or 

architectura1 relationship to the site/comp lex/farmstead
9) Moved: A) relocation occurred within historic period. B) recreates original 

site, orientation, landscape and spatial relationships. C) compatible in 
context with neighboring structures. D) relocation has damaged eligibility.

10) Request comparative study of neighboring properties
II) x Historical associations require further investigation

DESCRIPTION/INTEGRITY/ELIGIBILITY Feature 1 is a large maintenance building with a 
garage area at the south end and office/shop space at the north end. There is a small enclosed 
entryway on the north elevation and two large overhead garage doors and a panel door on the 
south elevation. The building has an irregular plan. The garage area is 32-by-36 feet. The main 
shop area is 15-by-64 feet. There is a 12-by-12 addition on the east side of the shop area. The 
garage and shop areas have separate gable roofs. The addition to the shop area has a shed 
roof.

The entire building is on a raised concrete foundation. Siding is horizontal wood clapboards. 
The interior walls in the shop area are covered with fiber board. The roof is covered with 
composition rolled roofing. Most of the windows have been broken out but those that remain are 
double hung, 8/8.

This building has an unusual appearance to be part of a farmstead. Although it cannot be 
substantiated by the historic records consulted, it seems likely that Feature 1 was moved to its 
present location from some commercial or industrial area. Likely candidates for the building’s 
original location are nearby coal mines and the Garrison Dam construction site near Riverdale 
(Feature 1 has the general characteristics of World War II era temporary military buildings). The 
building is in a poor state of repair and does not appear to have any significant architectural 
characteristics. It is not believed to be eligible for nomination to the National Register of Historic 
Places.

Urban Legal Description n/a

SEE CONTINUATION SHEET
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SITS No.

OWNER'S NAME, ADDRESS, PHONE # Lloyd Leldholm, address unknown.

PROJECT TITLE 970919c

REPORT TITLE Results of Class II and Class III Cultural Resource Inventories for Upgrades to 
Telecommunication Lines: The Washburn Exchange.

SITE AREA (in square feet) 87,940

ACCESS From North Dakota 200 on the north side of Washburn, go west on County Road 17 for 
7.5 miles. Turn north and go 1.75 miles. Turn west and go 2.7 miles. The site is on the south 
side of the road.

DESCRIPTION Three standing buildings, a windmill, a poured concrete basement, a trash 
dump, and five recent granary foundations were recorded at this site. The site is abandoned.

Records on file at the McLean County Register of Deeds Office indicates that Alfred Svenson 
received a patent from the United States for land containing the site on May 5, 1904. Anna 
Kristina Johanson, Svenson's sister, inherited the property on February 21,1921. Johanson sold 
the property to Geo. E. Swanson on November 30,1925. Victor Leidholm purchased the land on 
January 14,1926. The property is still in the Leidholm family.

SUMMARY OF SITE FEATURES AND EVALUATION OF SIGNIFICANCE Feature 1 is a large 
garage and shop area. Feature 2 is a two stall garage. Feature 3 is a house. Feature 4 is a 
windmill (see also, Archeological and Historical Site Form). None of the buildings or the windmill 
are in use.

The features on this site are unusual for a farmstead. In particular, there is evidence for at least 
two houses (Feature 2 and archeological Feature 5) and no evidence of a barn. Rather than a 
farmstead, this site may be the remains of some type of small rural community. This is not, 
however, indicated by the deed information.

This site w ill be avoided by the proposed telecommunications project. As a result, the 
significance of the site was not fully evaluated. The individual buildings do not appear to be 
architecturally significant.
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NDCRS SITE FORM Photograph Field # OllQc-i  Si te # 32ML

Feature 1, north and west elevations, view to the southeast; 
970919c, Roll 100, Negative 18.

Feature 1, south and east elevations, view to the northwest;
970919c, Roll 100, Negative 20.




