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Complete one Page 2lor each architectural feature at the site.

Architectural Feature # 1

Constuc{ion Date

Feature Date 1900-19'15

Slructural System Wrnrl Frame-

Original Orme/s Ethnicity

Feafure Typ€ q - -schonl: chrmh snhoal

Context Fr{r raalinn

Primary Exterior Metal. Horizontal Siding

Secondary Exterior

Condition Excellent

Plan Shape t-Shaped

Style Ofher Sfyle

Architect/Builder

Foundation Pored @ncrete Stories 1

Roof/Cornice Gable

\MndOw CasemenUdor.ble hurg, n*

Dating Method(s) Esilimate

Feturc Preservation Recommendation(s) (Gheck al! that apply):

lndividual nomination

Contributes to a potential district

_No nomination potential

WII not contibute to a distict

-Potential 

district-feature would be a contributing element if other properties constitute a district

Thematic nomination potential

Component of a historic site or landscape

Moved (specify all applicable choiesFa) relocation occuned wihin a historic period; b) recreates odginal
site, odentation, landscape, and spatial relationships; c) compatible in context with neighboring structures; d)
relocation has damaged eligibility

Historical associalions require fu rther investigation

Recorded By: Kathy Wilner Date Recorded: 1012912021

Form instrudions: (1) Download; (2) Save A Copy;
conesponding GIS shapefilesto the ND SHFO-run

Miscellaneous lnformation

(3) Suhnit a paper copy of the form to the SHSND and upbad the pDF version of the form and
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Complete one Page 3 ]or each architectural feature at the site.

1 . Feature Description, lntegnty, Eligitlility.

The feahrre is a one room prairie schoolon a poured concrete foundation. The gable roof is
covered with asphalt shingles. There is a red brick chimney at the east end of the eastA^/est
gable roof. There as a belltower with a bell at the west end of the eastArest gable roof. The
entire belltower is finished with metalsheeting. The soffits are closed.

The siding is all horizontalmetal with metal corner trim. There is a mixfure of windows, the
west end has a smalldouble hung window, the north side one casement window, and the
south side has two sets of three windows. All windows have glass. There is a solid core
locked door leading into the scftool. Another locked door is located on the east side. We
were unable to go inside the scftool but a person living on the property told us that the
school is used for preschool today. She shared that the interior walls and ceiling are all
wallboard and the floor is covered with linoleum. There are blackboards and rolling white
boards. Electricity is present. The school is heated with propane.

2. Owner's Contact lnformation
Carpenter Bros. LLP
12070 Cty Rd 350
Sidney MT 59270

Recorded By: Kathy Wilner Date Recorded: $fAfXEl
Form instructions: (1) Download; (Q Save A Copy; (3) Submit a paper copy of the lorm to the SHSND and upload the PDF version of the form and
conesponding GIS shapefbs to tle ND SHPO-run FTP site.
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Field Gode strs# 32 |e 3{J/22

3. Site Area (ff):

4. Dessiption of Access and Site Setting:

This schml is located at fte junfrcn of Hwy 16 and Cty Rd 5 in SW Mc{Grzb Gounty. ,the

Multipurpose Hallsits just across the road to the west with allthe land being
either tillable farm land or pasture. lt is hilly with bluffs.

5. Summary of ALL Site Features and Evaluation of Significanoe;

6. References/Comments:
Kathy lMlner
366 43rd Ave SE
Bowdon ND 58418

Recorded By: Kathy Wilner Date Recorded: 10129l?0,21

Form instrudions: (1) Ddnbad; (2) SaveA Copy (3) Subn*t a papercopy of the form to the SHSND ardupload the PDF version of ttre brm and
conesponding GIS shapefiles to lhe ND SHPC!+un FTP site.
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City:

Street Number: 494

Street Name: ND 16N

Urban Legal Description

SITE DATA

Total # Architectural Features 3

Fieldwork Date: 10t18t2019

Reconnaissance Survey 

- 
lntensive Su.ey /

Project & Principal lnvestigator:

MCWRD System 4 Part4 Rurat Water Project; Brittany Brooks (pt)

Report Title & Author(s):

A Class lll Cultural Resource lnventory for the McKenzie County Water Resource District System
4 Part 4 Rural water Project in McKenzie county, North Dakota by Amanda Baker

Contracting firm orAgency completing the form

Beaver Creek Archaeology

Additional lnformation :

NAD 1983,
NAD 1983,

SHSND USE
Area of Significance_
Area of Siinificance
Area of Significance

Subsection
1=Nlz
2=E/,
3=ST,
4=W/,
5=NE%
6 = SE/+
7 = SW/o
8=NW%

5259961

Recorded By

Ecozone
Ecozone
Ecozone

Emilie Arnold

Verified Site _ CR Type

(First Name & Last Name)
DateRecorded 01t2212020

(mm/dd/year)

lnstructions to complete this form: (1) Download ; (2) Save A Copy; (3) Submit a paper copy of the form to the
SHSND and a PDF version of the form and corresponding GIS shapefiles to the FTp site ot ttre'S-HSttO.
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SITS# 32 MZ
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3022

Gomplete one Page 2 for each architectural feature at the site.

Architecturat Feature # 1

I
Feature lype_

Context 7

Condition 7

Plan Shape 3

UtilitarianPrimary Exterior 15 
Style

Secondary Exterior N/A ArchitecVBuilder-

Other lnformatio

Fo
Concrete

Gable

. 1.0Stofles_

Roof/Corn

Window 
Most original windows and openings altered; one opening boarded

Dating Method(
Professional estimate

Featu re Preservation Recommendation(s) (Check al I that apply) :

/,noiu,oral nomination

/ ContriUutes to a potential district

-No 
nomination potential

-Will 
not contribute to a district

- 
Potential district-feature would be a contributing element if other properties constitute a district

- 
Thematic nomination potential

/ Corponent of a historic site or landscape

Moved (specify all applicable choices)-a) relocation occurred within a historic period; b)
recreates original site, orientation, landscape, & spatial relationships; c) compatible in context

-with 
neighboring structures; d)relocation has damaged eligibility

- 
Historical associations require further investigation

Recorded By Emilie Arnold
(First Name & Last Namel

Date Recorded 0112212020

(mm/dd/year)

lnstruclions to complete this form: ('l) Download ; (2) Save A Copy; (3) Submit a paper copy of the form to the
SHSND and a PDF version of the form and corresponding GIS shapefiles to the FTP site of the SHSND.



State Historical Society of North Dakota NDCRS 2017

NDCRS ARCHITECTURAL SITE FORM
PAGE 3-Feature Data

strs# 32 MZ

UPDATE
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Complete a Paqe 3 for each feature.

1. Feature Description, lntegrity, Eligibility:
Feature 1 was first recorded by K. Olson in 2016. At that time, having
determined Feature 1 to be ineligible for listing to the NRHP under Criteria C or D, Olson determined
that 32M23022's historical associations required further investigation to determine whether the site
could qualify under Criteria A or B. BCA staff visited 32M23022 on January 10,2020.

Alterations since 2016 are superficial. ln 2016, Feature 1 's north elevation revealed a piece of peeling
siding; this has been repaired. ln 2020, the white paint on the west elevation siding, especially below
the sign, has grown more weathered and grey. Similar weathering can be
seen on the east elevation.

A deed search for 32M23022 reveals that the property where the school sits was issued as a patent to
James R. Pollard in 1913. The property remained in the Pollard family until 1952. lt was owned by
Delmer Williams for three years, who transmitted it to the Carpenter family in 1955. The property
remains with the Carpenters as of 2020 through an LLC. Surveys of North Dakota and Montana
newspaper archives did not find any notable information about the Pollards or the Carpenters, nor did it
reveal any information about the arrangement that led area McKenzie County school children to attend
school on private land.

No articles could be located to definitively date Feature 1's year of construction. A November 21,2006
article in the Bismarck Tribune ("School hangs on with 2 students") states that the school had been
operating for 102 years. This suggests a construction year of 1904. lt was part of Earl School District
#18 (Andrist 1978).

Based on review of the historic FSA aerial imagery of 1957-1962, at that time, Feature 1 did not have a
cupola, and its entry portico was much smaller. A pair of small buildings to the east of the school were
likely outhouses. Two 1978 photographs in a Bismarck Tribune article about the school show its
configuration at that time and indicate that the bell cupola was added between 1962 and 1978 (lbid). A
1994 photograph published in the Bismarck Tribune, focused on the school's south elevation, shows
that the expanded entry and south additions were added-and, most likely, the siding updated-
between 1978 and 1994; at this time, the outhouses were still present (Bismarck Tribune 1994).
lmportantly, as of 2006, Feature 1 was still an active school, though it had only two students at that
time (Bismark Tribune 2006). A Wikipedia article for the community states that the school
is no longer in use, but it does not cite any sources as to when this occurred.

[Continued next page]

Recorded Bv Emilie Arnold
(First Name & Last Name)

DateRecorded o1l22l2o2o

(mm/dd/year)

lnstructions to complete this form: (1) Download ; (2) Save A Copy; (3) Submit a paper copy of the form to the
SHSND and a PDF version of the form and corresponding GIS shapefiles to the FTP site of the SHSND.
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Field Code strs# 32 MZ 3022
Complete a Continuation Page(s) for information that does not fit in the space available on other
sections of a Site Form.

[Feature 1 description, integrity, eligibility continued]

Country school houses, which educated rural children of all ages, are a vanishing resource in North
Dakota, and in 2009, the State Historical Society issued a public call for assistance in documenting the
ones that remain. However, as noted by K. Olson, Feature t has seen significant updates over time. lt
operated decades longer than many other rural North Dakota schools and saw physical and technical
updates to adjust to modern requirements, including the installation of a phone line in 1971, when
Gap was one of the last communities in the United States to receive phone service (Bismarck Tribune
1971). The removal of the outhouses suggests that remodeling may also have incorporated indoor
bathrooms. For this reason, even if Feature 1 was indeed constructed in 1904, it no longer serves as a
representative example of its type.

However, the school-one of only four buildings standing in the crossroads hamlet known as
Gap-educated generations of children in one of North Dakota's (indeed, the nation's) most remote
locations (Hendrickson 1978; Bismarck Tribune 1992; Bismarck Tribune 2006). Furthermore, the building
itself has long served as a community anchor, at every stage of its renovation and design. lts
unprecedented duration of service, carrying on the tradition and necessity of rural education through at
least 2006, renders even its recent history significant.

Feature 1 possesses integrity of setting and location. Modifications to its plan (the addition of the bell
cupola, removal and replacemenUenlargement of the west portico, and the southern addition) negatively
impact its integrity of design, while modern siding and roofing materials reduce its integrity of materials
and workmanship; these changes preclude its eligibility under Criterion C. However, Feature 1 retains
significant integrity of feeling and association. For its important historical associations with rural
education, Feature 1 is recommended eligible to the NRHP under Criterion A.

Recorded By Emilie Arnold
(First Name & Last Name)

lnstructions to complete a digital version of this form: (1) Download a copy to your hard drive; (2) Open the saved
blank copy; (3) Fill out the form; (4) Use the Save As command to rename the form appropriately and save; (Q Pnnt
and submit to SHSND.
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NDGRS ARCHITECTURAL SITE FORM
PAGE 4-SITE DESCRIPTION

Field Code strs# 32 MZ

Complete one Page 4 for the entire sife.

2. Owner's Contact lnformation:

Feature 1 (school): Carpenter Brothers LLP I 12070 County Road 350 / Sidney MT 59270

Feature 2 (trailer home): Delbert R. Carpenter 1452 Highway 16 N / Sidney MT 59270

3. Access (to rural areas):

4. Site Area (ft2):

5. Description of SETTING:

Recorded By Emilie Arnold
(First Name & Last Name)

NDCRS 2017

UPDATE

3022

DateRecorded o1l22l2o2o
(mm/dd/year)

lnstructions to complete this form: (1) Download , (2) Save A Copy; (3) Submit a paper copy of the form to the
SHSND and a PDF version of the form and corresponding GIS shapefiles to the FTP site of the SHSND.
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6. Summary of ALL Site Features & Evaluation of Significance:
32M23022 is a site with three features: a rural schoolhouse (Feature 1), a prefabricated modular home
(Feature 2), and a shed (Feature 3).

Under Criterion A, a site would be considered for the National Register of Historic Places (NRHP)
nomination if it can be associated with an event that is significant to history. With a rural school building
constructed in 1904 and operational at least through 2006, site 32M23022 is associated with the state,
regional, and local history of rural education in one of North Dakota's remotest communities; therefore,
it is recommended eligible under Criterion A.

Under Criterion B, a site would be considered eligible if it can be associated with the lives of significant
persons in our past. A deed search and a review of North Dakota newspaper archives did not reveal
any such persons. For this reason, 32M23022 is not considered eligible under Criterion B.

Under Criterion C, a site could be considered eligible if it (a) embodies a distinctive characteristic of a
type, period, or method of construction; (b) represents the work of a master; (c) possesses high artistic
value; or (d) represents a significant and distinguishable entity whose components may lack individual
distinction. Due to substantial renovation, no features at 32M23022 present any of these qualities;
therefore, 32M23022 is not eligible under Criterion C.

Under Criterion D, if a site has yielded or is likely to yield information important to our history or
prehistory it could be eligible for the NRHP consideration. Based on a site visit, 32M23022 is not likely
to possess information potential. Therefore, it is not eligible under Criterion D.

7. References/Comments:

Google Earth
Historic FSA aerial imagery, 1957-1962
McKenzie County deed and tax records

See attachment for additional itemized references

Recorded By Emilie Arnold 
Date Reco

(First Name & Last Name)

01t22t2020
(mm/dd/year)

lnstructions to complete this form: (1) Download ; (2) Save A Copy; (3) Submit a paper copy of the form to the
SHSND and a PDF version of the form and corresponding GIS shapefiles to the FTP site of the SHSND.
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Photo Narrative

Figure l:32M23022 over time: Historic FSA aerial imagery, 1957-1962 (left); Google Earth satellite,May 2017
(righQ.

Figure 2: Overview of 32M23022. January l0,2020,looking east

32M23022 Update Attachment - Page 2 of 14



Figure 3: Feature I looking northeast, January 10,2020.

Figure 4: Feature I looking southeast, January 10,2020

32M23022 Update Attachment - Page 3 of 14



Figure 5: Feature I looking west, January 10,2020.

Figure 6: Feature 2 looking northwest, January 10,2020

32M23022 Update Attachment - Page 4 of 14
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Figure l0: "Telephone Service Arrives," The Bismarck Tribune, December 17, l97l page 22. Bismarck, ND.
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The on}mom sch@l lr vsnbhltu even trcm
tie Norlh Drlota prllrle. But thrl'D mt llt ly
to hsppen on at Sqrew Grp. Illr nr.tlC
bwns ol 8ny slte lre 8€lch, {6 mlh6 sou$, rrd
Sldney, Moot,, rome 20 mllcs northuEsl.Wlt.o
the wlntcr ylnds are whlppin8 up tie snow,

Hr t.ld tD.y lotqlt lor Cbrldmrl md prclcd
up rooc rnCb I sl&oy lert ralaad.

"Cood ltrni $r d4 loo," tr dd. Thr
blltat{ bqrD lo oltd 0 $!dty brlnfinf
ro[tc ltlll rtht or Dlt hcbar ol rDr whlch
wh6, Dclllnt.tt lt b 70 mllc. ln hour rt
UalC ,pltrdlDtobu$fitu.

D!|pl!! lh! bllul'd, lhc gryew cp pnng.
d.t| mbad oly iro &yr ot rdEl hlt wGel,
udsrsld:lotlu.

"Il'r llL t hnlly. tyllco dt lltr lt, allcy rll
,.1 lt." rrld Hollcr.

m.rll{ vldbfity E!, wtn orc 3h nthr - th.luilrt ray gpll Ilvr| ttDD rdod - rnlSht rr
rrll b.lO.

"wc'vt bo mrf,d ln nal ot tic umeslncc
ftlnfdylnS." tlld Antrcs Holhr, whora
wfr, trrli+ lr Ur! l0cbrr.

. Mn. Holl.r hls lrught hGru tor two yeaE 8nd
lt r wtdan nrrd tarchcr, rlow rcundi0g oua hcr
10lh y.alr Thcy llvc m r trrller sdJe&;r ro ti€
rdrml.

"Sbc tarcbcr tnd I do th. hour.worl,"
ducH.d hcr hu!b!rd, I r€Ulod rsnchcr. liollerd! doa! lia malntailnc? work rt the school.

S$lls Grp l.mlller rI€
dflrlEls thrt, ltlc tie
vmllllhs lrom todry'6 mobile soclely

llc tnows thc nrnc, rge and grrde ol every
nDu.

8.do, televlrfon end thc teleplpne hrve
brurt[| lhc r.,orld E lrttle ci6cr. but thc ltlc-
dyL ol thls rur.l trrming communtty i6 much
lbc l.me ls ll was lwo tcncratioos agc
ccnl.|td ln lrmrly, church and sclrcol.
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.School Size No Problem
Performi ng Perfect P loy

Squaw Gap, "so Andrew and I
are going to be ttrGe charac.
t€rs. "

Along with the Hollers. every
orrc ol the students at the three

There will be probably better than i0 p€ople at the
Thursday perforinance.'said ltru. Holled "it's some,
times so full people have to stand. "

And Darrell Minow, one of the three students at

lldhr
'The two years

we've been here that hall was packed. The people
but we do put on acome fmm a long ways away

pretty good
said."

prcgram. if I can sa;- so myself." she

Squan Gap School. said 'there's certatnll gotng to tx'
more tian i0. "

It wouldn't be ('hristmas witttout the school pro'
gram for residents of the Squaw Gap area. lt's nearll
a social event lor the sparsell--p0pulated ranching
community that finds its blesstng in the rutlged buttes
and vast grasslands

"People ar€ really looking foruard to it." chtmed
Mrs. Holler. "Everybody's been asking me. 'What is
yor program? Are you Soing to hale one" "

Mrs. Holler's ans$er is simple "\te just can't get
bywithout one."

The play this year is called "The Merry ltoppels."
"We'll have a little bit atout Christmas. too." said
Mrs. Holler. "$ith group singing with parents and
everybody. " But the matn feature is the pla)-

It involves two elderll' people rlho are lonel;- and
pmr. and whose nephens and niet'es are comtng for
Ctristmas. "Ttel'don't have mone1" for presents. and
want to give tlrem more than just a dinner." said ltrs.
Holler. "But the,v have nothing "

Meanwhile, there are se.veral dolls tucked awal in
an old chest that come alive durtng the plar" and trv to
help the couple with their gill problem B;- leaving a

mothball on the table. the dolls remind the couplt'
about the dolls - the p€rfect gift

"The couple is happl' berause thel haue a grlt.'
said Mrs. Holler. "the nephens end nieces are happv
because they love the gift. and the dolls are happl
beeause they 8ot out of the trunk lt's just ltke

(sEsllzE,Prgp2)

SpcddtoltcTylDtn

Size No Problem
(C&dnuPltll)

Christmas should be."
It's the kind of play. said Mrs. Holler. thal lhe

students are enthusiastic about. "\lhen I fini told
them. they rcally thought this r,ras good. They' are
more excited than ever. "

Most grade school students "are deathll- scaretl" of
appearing in fmnt of people, said the :l$year veteran
of the leaching pmfession. "But nol thesc kids Il
doesn't bother them at all. "

Il's jusl their way of \r'ishin8 the communtt! a
meaningful. merry Christmas.

Figure l3: "School Size No Problem Performing Perfect Play." The Bismarck Tribune, December 20, 1978, page l-
2. Bismarck. ND.
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0e

r!

5

-l(D

o
.D

a

(D
I

oo
3
Oo
o

gF
Po
+o

=.-'!

G

b

a\
h,\\'
(\

{
\o
IJ

F)
oao
oo
@

UJ
N)

Nrt
O
N)
N.J

a-
FD

cD

0:.)

=ao

I

oa
.D

o,+)

5

Teodrers soy one.rcom sfiod hos beneftts
STQUAW GAP (AP) - L:arnill8

barlc rcadlf, writinS and arith-
mctic rkillr iin't much differunt in
a remote school with mly
dants or in a city schml in
rwr of 6.

tbe mct kdrto miric in ralb
weet McKenrie Corbw.

'The rtrdentr and-tbeir Durtrb
believe they heve the bclt irf both
worlds," siid t.tha L.e. tbeir toa.
cher.

"Ite echol. tbe velues. the wit&
life, the envircnmcnl ard rurannd.
ings mahe mture almct socond
nature to the* rtudcnts. yrt I is
such a valuable Ert of lieft hlrr
lT[ ;,flr".,,rde 

enyplrce ebc,"

"fiiese arc ranchirg poople ilt

bar,'l b odard. "GlGtdoEd hdlc trrw lvod io tldr mrqni{ r livlf rd hubl sbrt
lby do. nrhi rd rrrndrtbcrr
hrw rnrod lchod h tldr vcryhd& rd f &ae ldrmb rtr!
m, thc ddl&rol chil&ro will
rfubstlv ccnc hre too."' Thcfc- ur tbne rucb mrcomddhcr b tb urr. !fllb d
tYatffi Gtv. Ib Slrnv Grq
Itcrc Cr*-rd Stcrysnho lchooli
rn all rldd! n nihr of elch
dhor. lb yrrr, cael rc,bol har

sir stu-
a cless"

Nunbers add uo to tbe same
runr, the lersons'src lsught 8E

fact. and the final t€tts tell the
scce the rhdentc have ruachcd.

But leadterc eay thele 8rc gt€8t
bcnctib !o beitg m of tbe six
elementrrv sh*nts at the one
rconr Sqruiw Gap schml on eome of

kcol slnce
orianizea

reid Jessie

havc bccn
1005 the school waE

beforc that.
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I Only six
students left
on the roster

c{nnlHt(,ilt i,\t'i - ln
an era whrn nran\ \orth
Dalola srhrxlls [uli' cloyd
due to lack r)i r.n()llnttrlt irr
to corrvllidalion rrith neigh.
bonng school di\tn(ts, tinl
Hone (lreek \'hool ranits

, on a l.rrye pan 0i this state's
'hiskrnr

I rrrcrt'srx students
alt0nil cla\\e\ at llorsc
Cretl rn the htart ol rug;cd
arxl n'rnotr, runehing cortn-
ln vrrrtlr rrl (.trnrrighl

l|rr* ( ntk n'hrnl l)is.
triet ll of \l([.,nzie (bunN
marntJill5,r krndergarten
tluough right grade curricu-
lunr. I lrr: rt:at rt rr hean sith
stcorrd gnrkr' - rhit'e of
th{'m Oil('\lu(lcnt in fourth
gradc and ir v,t oftsins in the
selenth gratlr ({)rnplcte the
st'hool s t'ttrrrllntt'nt.,{k'ah
I'hingstad r\ th(' Ieacher.

''I thirrl rt ' rrr'al. 'aitl lltI
fitst \tlr tr',rr lrlt \lr grcat
atltlt \tr rll lr, .t 1 (tlllllt\
schl)ol I 'lrttl rl. tlr':tl lrt tl\
I rrUrltrl rt .t r i'rlnlr\ '( lxxrl
in lhr. tllr attrl.rl,'

I ltttt*.t,rrl tt nltl,tlt'(l
frotn \liltttt'rot,r \l;rlt' lllll
lersitr \lu,rl ltr'atl Itt
[)trentlrt,r t)l lil\l \r.rr.rlld
begatt rclrthlttg lrrr ltt'r
Plate rt tltt'ht'rtl rtl r , la.r
t r1s1l :lx' rnlrtndtl to rtt
tnlnguillS,rd\rrtl\r'llltllt lrrl
a teachr'r tn a -rttnll itrc.t \t lth
hotrstng lttrtttrl rtrl.

'l thn ltrl tt out atxl dirl
nl kntnr nhat to thinl. trut

my darl .ard I .ltottH ahrats
lO q', I'r An lll(l'trlell
exoii"',',1 ilttngrratl -l mt't
th; s h'{,1 hxrrd Ihq sere
\tr\' .r" r' ,rlttl ;xrstllrt' and
rftir rrr tarllt.-

Gu utk later. l hilrgstad
d(Cfntrlt lh('| rrb \us her
lamiir l,larlrrllr addrtxses
helar'thtxtlltulltt

Lasl \tdr lft'rst' ( reek

combintrl trtth lrro qlhcr

schooh rrr lhr' lIC,t \qtla\\
(iap attd Yt'rrtt.otr' .ttld.lhe
lOlal rnlrrllntt,|lt \r\r'lltll lr)

l.l. The arr.llrgenrr llt (ll(lll't

w0* ottl mtl llotr' ( rt+ls
siudt'ttl\ \lent hick l0
atl€rtdttrc hrll-linlr' { Li\{\ ul
thtir tnrn burlding lrr the
2(18.06 { lxx,l veat.

HorY' { .nrlcr\ \llll ( ull'
bine nrtlt rltltrr ( 

"lP 
ft r d lin\

countrv .lrrrxlr$. (xl \ah'n'
tim'.s i)al thet ll rtr'rle the
ttin msstl,h on txrrretr't k. ltr
dri tirg sctr,t,t al 9lur$ (;1P

-enmlhttettt aPrt.
The uld Horsr ( r,.cl

School. iust a fOr nrdtx lrultt
dre crurent txte. ttsed tu har t
a bant where studgpll 1ilrrkl
Lrpo their hont* fher('\ llo
barir at the curtenl lt'r\t'
Crcd St'htxrl' iust a hott*
fur lhe leacher' but all tln'
srudenls ilre ranch kidr arlrl

hare their rrm horses
'ft nas so nlce lhe othcr

drv that nre dr<ided to hare
an' outitu{,' said l}tngstatl
-lr r.orkfo out reallr rrell
bmause the ranchen rrt'n'
ounrling up ahrut 7fi) cat

le. Ther n'cre oll hoh€tld(l
&xl all the lrds trere f,?vlllg
t.eti,tt,,' kllttsr trorltlllt'
jr,rurrd hcre antl thcr lll

.\ nlu\ic tca(1rfr c()nlr{ l() th('
xlttxrl rrcirston:rlh to ht,lp
rrith a litr singing progranrs
antl to org.rnize snrall plar s. ,\
lirld trip x hululttl trr a \lat
krrd ( itr hottl srll girt thr
\(ltd({lt\ il chanct, t0 srrint in
.ur rndurr gxrl.

lhe rtudents rarn lheir
Iunch to rthrxll elch'tlar'
hut \\'ednertlal: lhafs rhi'
rhl parcntr taki, turns britrg-
ing irl a hr)l lunch. hlr otte ol
rhe highhghts each nr:ck atttl
kxal lx'ef usuallv is on the
nlr'nu-one palenl had to
hut(her J tough old bull.'
I hirrk\tad .ar(|. laudung. ill
htcoirld dosith it was makc
hamburger. t{e lilled his
liRzen and \te\e hfn tn-
urg our btrt to help out. '

Schrxrl lrrnnl p'olitits is

rninimal at I krrse CreL The
schoOl boilrl ir ctlntprised tlf
rhrcr: fathers of students. A
student:s molher is the busi-
n.ss DrAnJg('r. On storm)'
dars. it takrx ;ust a couple of
phixrc calls to rce hrrrr the
mads ;rn'. and if even'olte
can make it to rhool.

Tht parents have ttt.l
probk rn wrth such e\€nls as

an old.fashnlned (.hnstntas
pmgram al lhe *-htxrl. 50ntt
of thc lkrse (.reek alumni.
nrns in llteir tl0s. Pitr"h in to
ht'lp. lts a lrtgerrrtl for us."
said Thingstad. Iht'v ll
bringfuxl ahd dtssens.lle ll
srng (.hrisltttas carols, hal e a
gifl exchange and t'r'en have
a plar "

How long can srtch a
vtrrnlremain oPen?

'lVhat l've bren told is
thal .ls l0ng as lheres sltl
dentr. Hont' (.reel \chtnl
will remaitt o1rn."'l hittgstad
said.

W'htn ll0rse (Je€l stu'
dents reach the ninth gra(te.
nrust of lhtttt wtll attctxl
* ho<rl rn Sidner, Vont.

Thngptutl *rirl her tirnc at
llorse Crr"'l .rlteadv has
hrlped her l(.tcir \Ataou\
gradt.lt'rels artd ltar put htr
in torreh \$lh {lrlr'0l lhe
mosl il()r{n lo t:rnn- Jxrlple
.urtrvherc.''ltr 

iust a r.all\ good
r,rptflellee a\ .l liI\l \eill
teather.' slu' *xl.

IP
Six stulerns in three grades dbrd clGses at fusegeet School. soufi of Carhflrgm. parents of fie
stJdefits compflse tle sdlool boad.

School goes on
at Horse Creek

help each other.'
As isolated as Horse Crt'ek

tnight bc. it s 'just like a nor.
mal school.' Thinptarl raid.
The school dav includcs
such basic subiets as rearl-
ing and math, and even
yrme time on the lntema.

fhingstad has a teachers
aide for three days each
week. Ihe aide, who has
been working at Horse (.reek
f<rr nine vears, currently han-
dles the setund gadcn. fhat
gives Thingstad time to
te'ach the krne f<runh-grader
and the trvo seventh-gaden
the sarne subiects at tht'
\ame ilme.

'$udenls 8et indiridual
alleniion,' said Thirrgstad.
"\bu can s€e growih realh
quiclly and if someone is
struggling in an area, we get
caught up right arvar'. Of
coune. we dunl luve lo line
up for phy-ed or things lile
lhat, so we have enou$r time
to do thirrgs."

The students stay active in
.l-11, gh'ing thenr sonre acliv-
ities other than st'hrxrl rvork.

Figure l6: "School Goes on at Horse Creek." The BismarckTribune, Decernber 4, 2005, page 9C. Bismarck, ND
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Squaw Gap school on l,lov. 14 in Squaw @. Sfudents ha,€ Ueen dtedir€ Squaf,
Gap school fu 102 years. Ihis pars en'ollrneflt is iust trio, incldirE $e son of
the teacfEr.

Schoolhangs onwith 2 students
SQUAW GAP (AP) -Small country schools have

been disappearing as the
farms and hmilies amund
them shrink, but the Squarv
Gap rhool is hanging on.

1'he lltcKenzie County
school. rvhich has been
op€rating for l02.vears, has

iust t\ro students this !€ar. lt
sen'es kinderganen through
sixth g1ade.

It began the year n'ith
three students, but one fam-
ilr moved arvar'. Thal leave;
tivo students bne of them
tlre son of teacher Melissa
Frohlich.

"S.)metimeri its hard for
him to tell the difference
betrreen mom and leacher."
Fnrhlich said.'lt depends on
what he rvants. bur it's a lot
better than it was last 1'ear. I
harc a nentrund respect for
peoplt' who have home-
sch<xrle{ frrr vears."

Frohlich!'son, T-vler, is a
first-grader and the other
student. ljndsey !linow', is a
third-grader. l-indse_r s father
and her two older sisters
attcnded schull at Stluaw
(iap. I he \linow family lives
alxurt a half-mile fronr the
school.

'You get to knorv tle kids
on a personal basis. thev
become pan o[ your fami\:
prctq much,' Fmhllch said.

ftuaw Gap maintains a
regrdar school rhedule.

'l{'e stan at I a-m. and we
run until 2:J0 in the after-
noon.' Frohlich said. "We
cover all the basics. Tmm
activities for PE are a liltle
tough, but n'e have fun.-

Frohlich also is the
school's principal, she said,
so misbehaving in class
"doesn'l get vou an$erc.

"But you really cnuldnl
ask for better kids. even
when I had six of them,- slre
said.

Once each month.
Froilich takt* her students
to Watford Chv for swim-
ming. Thev are joined try the
eight students from rhe
nearbv Horse Geek school,
another srnall rural rhml.

I1n biggest event of the
vear is the annual (.hristmas
program, held across the
highwav frrm the schrxrl at
the Squaw Gap l.lultipur-
pose (-enter, the onh other
building in town. lirudents
and adults fmm the area are
recruited to help.

last year's atiendance
was estimated at just less
than lfi), maling it a huge
evenl for Squaw Gap.

Despite being isolated
and small, the Suaw Gap
rhool uses computen, the
lnlemet, a fax machine and
micro6cop€s.

Frohlich, who savs her
rerhing duties have her lit-
tle free time, lives in a home
on the school grounds -one of the pe*s of teaching
at a small. rural rhool. she
said.

With a five-member
rhool board outnumbering
the lotal of students and
staff, it might seem the dals
of the Squaw C,ap school are
numbered. kgislators have
considered closing small
schools that do not have a
high school.

'The stare has tried for
!'ears to ger rid of the liltle
schools. I don't knmv hon
much longer ne'll sunive,'
Frohlich said. "l would like to
sav we'll go on forever, but
those aren't mv decisions"

She hopes the\uan(iap
stltool stat's open.

"l love it,'she sairl.'l donl
ever rvant to see it end. '

Figure 17: "School Hangs on with 2 Students." The BismarckTribune.November 21 ,2006, page 28. Bismarck,
ND.
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wooden vent is located on the eastern wall of the main room, in line with the chimney. The southem
elevation of the entryway has includes the door closest to the road. Three concrete steps lead up to
the door, and a transom light with floodlights in good repair is just to the east of the door. A back door
is located on the eastem elevation of the extension room. There is one double-hung window on the
western elevation of the entryway, three casement windows on the western wall of the extension room,
two sets of three casement windows on the southern elevation of the extension room, and a single
casement window on the northem elevation of the main room. All the windows are in relatively new
frames with modern glass, and are in good repair. The building is connected to powerlines, has a
power gauge, and is set up with other modern utilities. The foundation is concrete, and is mostly
covered by gravel piled against the school. There is no evidence of a basement. A mechanized water
pump attached to a modern hose is to the south of the building. A propane tank is to the northeast of
the building. A flag pole is approximately 3 feet west of the entryway, in line with the school sign. Two
chain link fence gates are propped up against the northem elevation of the school.

The school maintains aspects of spatial integrig. The materials, workmanship, and design of the
school are not significant, and these have been altered by upkeep into modern times and alteration for
utility, The the structure has never been rnoved, and the setting is much the same as it would have
been at the time that the school was constructed. The association of the school with other features
within the site and the rest of the town has the potential for significance. More wo* is needed to
understand the historical associations of the school and the site as a whole.

Feature 1 is unevaluated for the National Register of Historic Places. The school is not eligible for
Criterions C or D, design and information potential. Additional research into historical associations is
needed to better understand the potentialfor eligibility under Criterions A and B, relationship to
significant events or people.
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Complete one Page 4 for the entire site.

2. Owner's Contact lnformation:

Private

3. Access (to rural areas):

. approximately 45 miles north of Beach, and 50 miles southwest of Watford City. Drive to
the town of Squaw Gap, at the junction of ND Highway 16 and County SM/est Road in
McKenzie County. Drive south of the intersection on ND Highway 16 for 300 feet. The site is on the
left (east).

4. SiteArea (ft') 24.834

5. Description of SEffIIVG:

Site JUP-MKRWD-ZO3 is located in the floodplain of Spring Creek less than 200 feet from a portion of
the Little Missouri National Grassland. The sunounding area has a relatively flat topography, intruded
upon by buttes on every horizon. Modern agriculture dominates the vianr. The town is named for a
nearby rock formation resembling a woman carrying a papoose. The Community Center is
across the road from the school.
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6. Summary of ALL Site Features & Evaluation of Significance:
Feature 1 is the School building. Feature 2 is trailer home. Feature 3 is a shed. ln the

northwest corner of the site boundary is a modern playground. The site is separated from the
surrounding agricultural fields by a barb€d wire fence.

Site JUP-MKRWD-203, the School, maintains aspects of spatial and structural
integrity. The site lacks significant workmanship, design, or materials, and all the features have been
altered with modern materials. lt is unclear how much of the existing structure of the
school is original. The setting of the site is much the same as it would have been when the school was
constructed. More work is needed to understand the historical associations of the site.

Site JUP-MKRWD-2O3 is unevaluated for the National Register of Historic Places. The site is not
eligible under Criterions C or D, but further evaluation is needed to determine whether it is eligible
under Criterions A or B, significant events or persons.

7. References/Comments:

The Bismarck Tribune [Bismarck, ND]
2006 Tiny McKenzie County school hanging on with two students. Electronic document,

http://bismarcktribune.com/newsllocal/tiny-mckenzie-county-school-hanging-
on-with-two-students/article_e2832a4e-e63a-5d1c-aa25-dg3?12b5fc97.html, accessed February 8,
2016.
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Figult 4: Overview of Feature l, the School, showing the norlhern and western elevations.

Figure 5: close up of the sign on the western elevation of Feature l, facing the road.
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