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SITS #32SA19

1. ACCESS: From Oakes, North Dakota, drive east on North Dakota Highway
11 for 11.0 miles, then north on county gravel road 2.5 miles. The 
site is an active farmstead on the west side of the road. NE/NE/SE of 
Section 23, T131N, R58W, Sargent County.

Page Two
Field Code: CRM-Oakes12
ESCA-TECH Code OE-16

2. DESCRIPTION: An active farmstead, the features of which are more
particularly described as follows: t/■'

Feature 1 is a two story, truncated pyramidal- 
roofed, wood frame dwelling with wood shingles on 
the roof and a foundation of fieldstone mortared in 
concrete. A hip-roofed entry addition set on a 
concrete foundation is attached to the house. Both 
the main structure and the addition have clapboard 
exterior siding. Original windows are one-over-one 
double hung. The main structure has a full 
basement and a two story (probably not original) 
porch on the west, elevation. The gable end on the 
east elevation has scroll-cut shingles. (Photo ID: 
6:19 from the southeast, 6:20 from the southwest)

Feature 2 is a shed-roofed, wood frame outhouse set 
on wooden sills. The structure has wood shingles on 
the roof and fitted lap exterior siding. The 
structure is now used as a storage building. (Photo 
ID: 7:2 from the southeast)
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Feature 3 is a pole-type shelter for equipment or 
animals consisting of upright poles and 4" X 4" and 
4" X 6" rafters and a roof of some other structure 
laid on top of the rafters. (Photo ID: 7:3 from the 
southeast)

Feature 4 is a gable-roofed, wood frame granary with 
fitted slat exterior siding, wood shingles on the 
roof and a concrete block pier foundation. (Photo 
ID: 7:4 from the northeast)

Feature 5 is a one story, gable-roofed, wood frame 
pump house, apparently set on a poured concrete 
foundation. The stucture has clapboard exterior 
siding and wood shingles on the roof. (Photo ID: 
7:5 from the northeast)
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Feature 6 consists of three large, conical-roofed 
grain bins located immediately to the south of 
Feature 5. All three are set on poured concrete 
foundations. (Photo ID: 7:6 from the northwest)

Feature 7 is a metal-clad pole barn, rectangular in 
shape and with no foundation visible. (Photo ID: 
7:7 from the southeast)



Feature 8 is a small, gable-roofed, wood frame stock 
feeder with asphalt shingles on the roof and set on 
wood sills. The walls are constructed of plywood 
over 2" X 4" studs. (Photo ID: 7:8 from the
southeast)

Feature 9 is a wood frame sheep barn with an off- 
centered gable roof and set on a poured concrete 
foundation. The wood frame structure has wood
shingles on the roof and fitted lap exterior siding. 
(Photo ID: 7:9 from the southeast, 7:10 from the
northeast)

P*age Three
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Feature 10 is a large, wood frame barn with gable 
roof with shed wings. Wooden shingles are on the 
roof and the structure sits on a poured concrete 
foundation. The exterior sheathing is fitted 
flatboard and fitted other lap siding. A large 
cupola is positioned at the center of the roof. 
(Photo ID: 7:11 from the southeast)
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Feature 11 is a long, rectangular, one story, wood 
frame outbuilding set on an uncut and unmortared 
fieldstone foundation. The structure has a gable 
roof covered with wood shingles and asphalt 
shingles. The exterior sheathing is clapboard over 
plain butted horizontal board. The structure has 
been used as a granary. The east end of the 
structure has apparently been used as a garage at 
one time. (Photo ID: 7:13 from the southwest, 7:14 
from the northeast)

Feature 12 is a small, wood frame poultry house with 
a truncated semi-circular roof covered with roll 
roofing. The exterior sheathing is fitted lap 
siding. No foundation is visible. (Photo ID 7:15 
from the northeast, 7:16 from the southwest)

Feature 13 is a one story, wood frame garage with 
gable roof covered with wood shingles. The 
foundation and floor is poured concrete slap. The 
exterior sheathing is fitted lap siding. (Photo ID: 
7:17 from the southeast)

Feature 14 is a one story, wood frame poultry house 
with asphalt shingles on the gabled roof. The 
structure sits on a poured concrete foundation and 
the exterior sheathing is clapboard siding. (Photo 
ID: 7:18 from the southwest, 7:19 from the 
northeast)

\
h

\



SITS# 32SA19

Feature 15 is a wood frame, gable-roofed outhouse 
with wood shingles on the roof and clapboard 
exterior siding. No foundation is visible. (Photo 
ID: 7:20 from the southwest)
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Feature 16 is a hip-roofed, one story, wood frame 
school building which has been converted into a 
garage. The structure is set on a concrete slab 
foundation and has clapboard exterior siding. The 
roof is covered with wood shingles and metal 
flashing. (Photo ID: 8:2 from the southwest, 8:3 
from the northeast)

Feature 17 is a one story, wood frame outbuilding 
with gable roof and set on 6" X 6" wooden sills.
The structure has clapboard and fitted lap exterior 
siding and wood shingles on the roof. (Photo ID:
8:4 from the southeast)

3. PRESENT OWNERS: Max and Darlene Benzel

4. PREVIOUS OWNERS: Henry Kraft was issued a Receiver’s Receipt on
November 15, 1889, and received patent to the land on August 24, 1891. 
The Estate of Henry Kraft issued a Contract for Deed to Alvin L. and 
Marie Kraft on January 2, 1942, and an Executor’s Deed on February 16, 
1942. An Administrator's Deed from the estate was issued to Alvin and 
Marie Kraft on October 15, 1942. Alvin L. Kraft filed a declaration of 
homestead on November 20, 1942. On August 26, 1962, Marie Kraft
issued a Warranty Deed in favor of Max G. and Darlene Benzel.

5. MAPS CONSULTED. U.S.G.S. Topographical map: Crete Quad. North Dakota
Highway Department County Map: Sargent County.

6. PROJECT TITLE: Garrison Diversion Unit Project
LaMoure-Oakes Resurvey

7. PROJECT SUPERVISOR: Kurt P. Schweigert, President
Cultural Research & Management, Inc.
P. 0. Box 2154
Bismarck, ND 58502

8. INTEGRITY: phe house is representative of the Corn Belt Cube style of archi
tecture; a small addtion has been attached to the rear of the structure and the 
original porch appears to have been removed. Overall, the house is stylistically 
intact. Several of the outbuildings may have been moved to this location, and/ 
or postdate the historic period. All buildings are in fair or better condition 
and have not been extensively altered.
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9* SIGNIFICANCE: although the house is a good example of the Corn Belt Cube
style, neither it or other structures at the site are architecturally signif
icant, and many other examples of the type are to be found in the area. The 
site is not recommended as eligible to the National Register. However, if 
the site should be purchased by the Bureau of Reclamation as part of the 
Taayer Reservoir construction project, it is recommended that the interior 
of the house be examined and recorded.
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10. COMMENTS/REFERENCES: This site was previously recorded by Esca-Tech
under its Field Code OE-16

By: Kurt P. Schwiegert and Pat Jessen Date: 9/17/83
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Photo I.D. Sheet

Field Code: CRM Oakes 12 (32SA 19)

Feature #16 View from: southwest Roll#S Frame# 2

Feature #16 View from: northeast Roll# Q Frame# 3
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8. A. General description of site: Farm: has school house structure on It. Building
#6 on sketch was horse shed that was originally with school building on different
site. Structure #8 was the Kraft's homestead shack

9.

10. 
11. 
12.
14.
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B.^Condition of site: fair to good .1 ;*.c :

Owner's name/address: Max bp-t̂ i
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KEY TO SITE SKETCH MAP ON PAGE 2

I. ___house________________________  16#

2 *_____scfcQQl/garaRÇ________________  1 7  •

----- 6rBnary/gaidge--------------
4#____ main ham 19.,
5 .____ small bam/shed_____________  2 0 .
6 «_____school7s barn/shed___________ 21.
7 *____ orlVY_______________________  22.,
8 .  claim shack 2 3 .
9 .  _______________________________  2 4 .
1 0 . ______________________________  2 5 .
I I .  ______________________________  26 .,
1 2 .  ______________________________  2 7 .
1 3 .  ______________________________  2 8 .
1 4 .   29 .,
1 5 .  _  3 0 .

TOTAL NUMBER OF STRUCTURES 8

Pages

Method of Dating Site (informant, artifact, etc.-explain)
owner'8 wife stated to me the approximate age of each structure: according to
Mrs. Benzel all the above mentioned structures are pre-1930.

Reason For Significance

Ethnic Association unknown

Homestead Information 1883 survey plat showed nothing in SE>t. 1930 Atlas
«shows residence of Lewis Kraft in NE*t of NE*t of SE*s. Land owned by Henry ft Kraft.
Henry KRAFT PREEMPTED 80 ACRES IN T$j of SE^ of Nov. 15, 1889.________________

.
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